The asymmetric unit of the title compound, (C 14 H 13 N 2 S) 2 -[CuBr 4 ]Á2H 2 O, contains two cations, one anion and two solvent water molecules that are connected via O-HÁ Á ÁBr, N-HÁ Á ÁBr and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into a twodimensional polymeric structure. The cations are arranged in a head-to-tail fashion and form stacks along [100] . The central Cu II atom of the anion is in a distorted tetrahedral environment.
Related literature
For general background to benzimidazoles and their derivatives, see: Huang & Scarborough et al. (1999) ; Preston (1974) ; Zhu et al. (2000) . For related structures, see: Ziaulla et al. (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data (C 14 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1998); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and CAMERON (Watkin et al., 1996) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999).
borough, 1999). Benzimidazole derivatives are effective against the human cytomegalo virus (HCMV) (Zhu et al., 2000) .
In addition benzimidazole derivatives exhibit a number of important pharmacological properties, such as antihistaminic, anti-ulcerative, antiallergic and antipyretic. In the title compound, as shown in Fig. 1 (Fig.2) .
An ethanolic solution (15 ml) of the 2-(4-methylsulfanyl phenyl)-1H-benzimidazole) (0.960 g, 2 mmol) was added to a solution of copper(II) bromide (0.446 g, 1 mmol) in ethanol (25 ml). The mixture was then treated with 48% HBr (2-3 ml)
followed by liquid Br2 (2-3 ml).The mixture was refluxed for nearly six hours during which yellow crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained. The crystals were washed with cold ethanol and dried in vacuum over P 2 O 5 (yield 1.2 g, 85%).
Refinement
The H (7) 3.597 (6) 166 Symmetry codes: (i) −x, −y+2, −z+1; (ii) −x+1, −y+1, −z; (iii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1; (iv) x−1, y, z. 
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